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CASE STUDY

	1. Title:  Addressing bullying on transport in the Eastern region


	2. Area (Local Authority and Region):

Eastern Region

	3. What was the issue? [100 words max]

The Eastern Region is a large mainly rural area and most Local Authorities are faced with the challenge of children using transport and travelling sometimes long distances to get to schools.  The topic had been raised several times in discussions at regional anti-bullying network meetings and it was felt that a fuller debate would be helpful.

	4. What action was taken? [100 words max]

At the Eastern Regional Network Meeting, bullying on transport was the afternoon theme.  

Key representatives in each Local Authority were invited to the meeting and asked to share aspects of their practice.  John Kahn, AB Lead in East Sussex presented some background information and examples of good practice in this area to feed into the discussions.  One of the discussion activities involved sharing examples of the work currently being undertaken in local authorities.  This information was then collated and shared.  All those attending were given a copy of the recent DCSF Stay Safe guidance on Journeys.  Examples of good practice in the east include:
· Many Las have produced DVDs and/or leaflets for transferring pupils on ‘How to catch a bus’ e.g. Herts, Essex

· Pupil guide to good behaviour on buses e.g. Herts

· Essex and Norfolk use posters from ABW competitions on buses

· Most LAs have clear home school contracts with parents on using travel setting out responsibilities and consequences

·  Consequences begin with initial warning letters and can lead to a total ban on transport 

·  Key issues arising from discussions on how to take issue forward were sharing good practice and communicating rights and responsibilities to all

Innovative idea from Southend
· YP with a disability was bullied on public transport

· Visited school where pupils came from and did work to change their mindset

· Worked!  No further bullying occurred

· Competition open to all secondary and special schools invited to make a film to promote the social model of disability

· Boys from school produced winning film!

	5. What impact has this had (so far)? [100 words max]

It has not been possible to measure the impact of this so far but it was evident that those who attended enjoyed learning from each other and sharing good practice.  One of those who attended came to the Bullying in the Community conference in February 2010 and chaired a discussion on journeys.  She later thanked me for the opportunity as she felt she would not normally have attended such a conference but had found it extremely useful.



	6. How did the above action help to embed anti-bullying work in your area? [75 words max]

This is the beginning of ongoing work but since then we have had an exciting opportunity arise from the Anglia Ruskin University who are developing a project on anti-social behaviour on journeys.  There were three AB Leads in the east who expressed an interest in being involved in the project along with myself.



	7. Additional information (OPTIONAL):

Contact details of author:
Rita Adair, Anti-Bullying Alliance Eastern Regional Adviser – rita.adair@norfolk.gov.uk  01603 671426








